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Briercliffe with Extwistle Parish Council
[bookmark: _gjdgxs] Thursday 4th June 2026 at 7:00pm at Briercliffe Community Centre
Present: Councillors; Pippa Lishman (Chair), Carrie Halstead (Vice Chair), Gordon Lishman, Maggie Lishman, Alison Griffin and Nicola Harvey
In Attendance: 7 x Members of the Public, 2 x PCSO and R Greenwood (Clerk)  

	[bookmark: _30j0zll]The Chair, Cllr P Lishman, opened and welcomed all to the meeting. Members and the public were informed that the meeting was being recorded for training and accuracy purposes.  


	
	Actions by Clerk
	Cllr Support

	26/27/054  Apologies for absence

	Apologies were received from Cllrs R Frost, Sammy Phillips and  C. Cllr Mark Poulton. 

	
	

	26/27/055 Disclosable Pecuniary Interest

	No Councillors declared a Pecuniary Interest.

	
	

	26/27/056 Approve the Minutes of the Meeting held May 14th 2026

	The minutes of the meeting held on the 14th May 2026 were agreed and signed as true record

	
	

	26/27/057 Matters Arising from the May Minutes 
	
	

	The request for a Memorial Ball Box has gone back to the parishioner for further consultation. 
Cllr M Lishman proposed that there should be a method to fast track requests such as these. 

Grit for McLinden Court, this has gone to Calico as the land owner, no reply as yet. 

	




	







	26/27/058 Formally Adjourn for Public Participation

	ONE  A complaint was received about people leaving the allotment site in the early hours of the morning and being loud and disturbing neighbours. There was a second complaint about allotment tenants ordering takeaways to the allotment but using an address on Harrison Street for delivery.
ANSWER – members agreed this behavior is unacceptable. A notice is to be placed on the gate re respecting neighbours, a notice of expected standards of behaviour placed on the allotment notice board, and sent directly to all tenants.

TWO Are allotment deposits kept in an account that earns interest. 
ANSWER – no the allotment & garage account (833) does not earn interest. 

THREE Is the allotment deposit returned to tenants proportional to the amount it costs the parish council to return to a lettable standard an overgrown allotment. 
ANSWER – yes, the deposits are individually assessed by the outgoing tenant and allotment lead, and work required is agreed with the incoming tenant and Allotment Lead. The suggestion of an agreed lettable standard will be taken to the next allotment committee meeting. 

FOUR Is there an appeal process for allotment tenants?
ANSWER - within the Complaints Policy there is the right to appeal and under Common Law any tenant has the right of appeal.

FIVE In 2022 a former allotment tenant brought information to the parish council. This tenant feels that not enough was done to address the issue and this resulted in the threat of an eviction notice being served against them. 
ANSWER - the former tenant was reminded that public discussion would not address individual circumstances but that they could speak to any member of the parish council privately. 

SIX A question was asked about the former clerk. 
ANSWER The former clerk no longer works for the parish council so this question could not be answered. 

SEVEN Questions received via email are tabled below. 

	
	




PL / CH











PL / CH




	Formally reconvene the Parish Council Meeting  

	26/27059 Proposed amendments to working groups and elect members to lead, working groups and committees

	Strategy Working Group. This will be all members and Councillors to meet informally twice a year to focus on, 1. Long-term priorities, 2. New projects, 3 the development of the parish plan and 4 opportunities from local government reorganisation.  All in favour. 

Finance Working Group. Cllrs A Griffin and G Lishman will lead with the support of all Councillors being responsible for the budget and financial strategy. All in favour. 

Allotment and Garages. A shared lead of Cllrs P Lishman and C Halstead with support from Cllr M Lishman. All in favour. 

Projects and Policy Working Group. This will be all Councillors with a steer from the clerk for a timetable, the allocation and drafting of policies will be shared across Councillors. All in favour. 

Communication Working Group. This is split into Website – Cllr S Phillips will lead, Social Media Cllrs P Lishman and C Halstead will lead, Newsletter – Cllr P Lishman, with support from Cllr N Harvey.  All Councillors actively involved in content and delivery. Review to look at proposed changes in the creation and delivery of the newsletters. All in favour

Planning Working Group. Cllrs R Frost and A Griffin will lead with support from all members of the Council. All in favour. 

Staffing Working Group. Cllrs P Lishman and G Lishman will lead. All in favour. 

Woodland Walk Committee. This will have responsibilities for 1.Ecological oversight 2.Compliance with Burnley Borough woodland corridor requirements 3.Land registry matters 4.Management of invasive plants and protected wildlife. Cllrs R Frost, C Halstead, P Lishman and S Phillips will take this role. All in favour. 

Litter and Dog Bins Project group. Cllrs C Halstead and M Lishman will lead. All in favour. 

	
	

	26/27/060 Organisation Reports

	7.1 The Police Report is tabled below
Speeding was discussed and a request was made for the public to report incidences of speeding via Lancashire Talking / In the Know. 

	
	

	7.2 The County Councillors Report is tabled below


	7.3 The Borough Councillors Report is tabled below. 
A request was made for weeds to be removed from footpaths, these are sprayed by the Borough Council and paid for by the County Council. The weeds are left in situ once sprayed and stand brown and dead, they look unsightly.  Cllr M Lishman to raise the issue with the contractor. 

	
	

	7.4 The Community Centre Report is tabled below 
Cllr A Griffin proposed that the Parish Council donate to the Community Fundraiser Event to be held 14th June 2026. The Parish Council can only make a donation for a specific item so consideration to pay for the event insurance was discussed. The Clerk to write to the Committee and then feed back to the Parish Council via email. Proposed AG seconded ML All in Favour. 
It was resolved, in principle, to the Parish Council funding the Event Insurance subject to cost. 


	
	

	7.5 The Bowling Green Report is tabled below. 
The Bowling Green have requested written permission from the parish council as owners of the Grounds and Bowl House Pavilion, to provide permission for upgrades to the bowl house windows and door to PVC and upgrades to the bowl house kitchen with new work tops and sink fitted with new splash backs and replace kitchen doors and new handles. Proposed ML, Seconded PL, All in favour, it was resolved that the clerk will write in support of the upgrades. 

	




Clerk
	

	26/27/061 Finance 

	The following invoices were presented for payment. 

	
	
	
	Cheque no
	General a/c 
	Allotment a/c

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Harts Electrical Ltd
	
	
	2134
	853.20
	

	Clerk Salary
	
	
	2135
	744.20
	

	HMRC Clerk Tax
	
	
	2136
	49.80
	

	HMRC Employer NIC
	
	
	2137
	56.55
	

	Lanlee allotment material
	
	
	190
	
	99.55

	Allotment Deposit Refund 
	
	
	191
	
	100.00

	Allotment Deposit Refund 
	
	
	192
	
	100.00

	National Allot Society Membership
	
	
	193
	
	84.00

	Garage refund and deposit return
	
	
	194
	
	153.61

	Duplicate Receipt Books
	
	
	195
	
	11.98

	Burton Gardens
	
	inv 58
	196
	
	50.00

	HP Printer
	
	
	197
	
	73.50

	Burton Gardens
	
	inv 57 partial
	198
	
	138.50

	
	
	
	
	1703.75
	811.14





	The printer is for the Clerk to use for parish council work. This is half the cost of the printer. If the clerk is to leave within three years (the approximate life of the printer) then the sum of £73.50 is to be repaid to the parish council. 
Receipt’s for approval 

Rent  day – over 50% of garage and allotment tenants have paid. Payments were made by cash and cheques – these were banked by the clerk £2472.53 or card payment / online banking. 

8.3 Approval for Small Claims Court. 
The clerk has asked for approval to pay for two small claims court fee’s at £70 each. Proposed PL, Seconded AG all in favour. 

8.4 Bank Mandate, Cllr P Lishman will update the bank mandate to include  all Councillors.  There will be two mandates one for the current account (921) and the second for the Allotment and Garages account (833)

	
	














All / PL

	26/27/062 Devolution

	9.1  Jinny Spring Wood and Briercliffe Wood Surrender document from LCC. The documents will be checked by Legal and then any advice received to be sent to all Councillors for approval. Proposed PL seconded CH All in favour. It was resolved that Smith Sutcliffe provide legal advice at the cost of £150 +vat

Questions were taken from the floor about the trees and surrender document. 

	

Clerk
	

All

	9.2 Parish Plan and Consultation.  
Cllr M Lishman proposed the following actions :-
1. Parish Councillors to hold Meet and Greet sessions for residents each year. One in May and one in December. One during the day and one evening.
2. That the Meet and Greet events should be used to begin the process of developing a Parish Plan by engaging with residents about what they wish the Parish Council to achieve.
3. At each council meeting each Councillor should provide a brief verbal report on actions undertaken or feedback from residents.
4. A minimum of two strategic planning sessions should be help in each year, in addition to
Council meetings, in order to plan the council’s activity for the year and identify any major projects that might be undertaken.
5. A photograph of all Councillors with contact details is included in the next newsletter.
6. Photographs and contact details of all Councillors to be posted on all Parish Noticeboards.

	
	

	26/27/063 Policies 

	The acceptance of the Standing Orders Policy has been deferred until the July Meeting. 

It was proposed that Briercliffe Parish Council adopt the NALC Civility Pledge.  Proposed ML seconded GL All in favour. It was resolved to sign up for the Civility Pledge. 

	


Clerk
	All


All


	26/27/064 Fencing Grant

	The fencing tender deadline is soon to be reached and from this the clerk is making the following recommendations to council 
Recommendation 1 The clerk writes and requests an extension to the funder for extra time to complete the project. 
Recommendation 2 to have a working group who deal with the day to day of the contract. 
Recommendation 3 to request a start date for contracts of before the 31st August 2026 
Proposed AG seconded PL All in favour. 
It was resolved that the clerk action the three recommendations. 

	

Clerk
	

	26/27/065 Clerks Report
	
	

	The clerk gave a report detailing the admin, liaison, meeting and work undertaken since the last meeting. 

	
	

	26/27/066 Dates of the next meetings

	2nd July 2026 at 7pm
6th August 2026 at 7pm
3rd September 2026 at 7pm 
1st October 2026 at 7pm
12th November 2026 at 7pm – date changed from previous
3rd December 2026 at 7pm – subject to discussion for date change. 


	26/27/067 Closed session

	Proposed that the public be excluded from the next session. Proposed ML seconded AG, All in favour.  It was resolved that the public be excluded from the next items.  

Lengthsman – a short term provision for grass cutting was discussed with the clerk to contact the interested parties for quotes and copies of their public liability.  Proposed ML seconded CH All in favour. It was resolved the clerk contacts the short term provision as soon as possible. 

Lengthsman Tender Document – to be circulated to all members for approval. 

The clerk gave information regarding a garage debtor - one. The clerk is to write to them regarding their debt and the forthcoming application to the small claims court. Proposed PL seconded GL All in favour. It was resolved that the clerk write outlining the council plans to recover this debt. 

The clerk gave information regarding a garage debtor - two. The clerk is to write to them regarding their debt and the forthcoming application to the small claims court. Proposed AG seconded PL All in favour. It was resolved that the clerk write outlining the council plans to recover this debt. 

Independent Report into the sale of the Community Centre – all questions regarding this are to be submitted to the clerk who will collate as a basis for the forthcoming investigation. 


	Meeting Closed 9.50pm 







Submitted public questions
	1. Governance and Record Keeping The minutes confirm that meetings are recorded using a personal device and deleted once minutes are produced. What assurance can the Council provide that this approach meets requirements for transparency, auditability, and accurate record-keeping, particularly where minutes may later be disputed?
	There are different practices on this.  The current system was put in place by the former Clerk.  It is in accordance with legal requirements.
An alternative is to delete the recording after the minutes are agreed - after that point, they are part of the legal record and can't be changed.  If a minute is found to be incorrect, the route would be for a future meeting to agree a motion on the subject which would be recorded in the minutes of that meeting and a reference to such a resolution could be appended to the original minutes.
Another option is to keep recordings for a set period after the meeting, say, 6 months.
There are GDPR considerations about the publication and sharing of recordings.  Advice received from a professional Data Protection Officer in another organisation is that it would be acceptable to share a transcript of the relevant part of a recording but not the recording itself.  For what it's worth, my preference is for deletion after minutes are agreed. It is relevant to be able to check proposed minutes against a record, but it is not a good idea to open the possibility of challenge and dispute after that in an organisation with limited capacity.
The Council can review the position and decide on future practice.

	2. Data Retention and Email Storage Governance The Clerk’s report notes a request for additional email storage, alongside acknowledgement that data protection and retention 
documentation require review. What data retention policy is currently being applied to Parish Council email records, and how is compliance with defined retention periods actively monitored? What assessment has been undertaken to determine whether the need for additional storage reflects genuine operational demand, or a lack of defined retention and deletion practices? How does the reported volume of activity align with the requirement for increased storage capacity?
	The issue addressed related to an urgent need to extend the Clerk's Inbox to deal with correspondence and Councillors agreed to do so at a small additional cost.
The Parish Council is a small organisation with limited capacity to undertake its work. It would be a misuse of our resources to spend significant time on such details.


	3. Financial Controls and Risk The minutes confirm both that all Councillors will become bank signatories and that three fraudulent direct debits were identified. What formal
	The detection of the fraudulent direct debits indicated that both our bank and the Parish Council have controls
in place to detect and respond to such incidents.
The decision that all Councillors should be signatories

	risk assessment has been undertaken in 
light of these events, and what strengthened financial controls are now in place to safeguard public funds?
	increases control in the context of Financial Regulations.


	4. Community Centre – Independent Review The minutes record that an independent report is to be requested into the handling of the Community Centre matter. However, during the meeting it was stated that this would be referred to the Monitoring Officer.
Can the Council confirm whether the Monitoring Officer has formally agreed to undertake this review? If so, what is the agreed scope, timeline, and reporting arrangements? If not, what steps have been taken to secure an independent review, and who will undertake it? Can this commitment also be formally reflected in the published minutes to ensure an accurate and complete public record?
	The Monitoring Officer was asked; it has since been determined that this would not be the most appropriate route for the investigation. 
The reviewer, terms of reference and cost of the review are being addressed by the Parish Council in Private Business.
Can this commitment also be formally reflected in the published minutes to ensure an accurate and complete public record?
When the details have been agreed, they will be reported to the Council and recorded. 


	5. Transparency of Decision-Making and Consultation The Council has confirmed that no formal consultation took place regarding the allotment fencing grant, and that engagement is sometimes limited to specific groups. What framework or criteria does the Council use to determine when formal consultation with the wider parish is required?
	Mainly, common sense. For instance, tenants are consulted on matters which affect them.  If the Council proceeds with a Parish Plan, that process will include thorough consultation with residents and probably a referendum. The Football Club, the Community Centre Association and the Bowling Green are consulted on matters which affect them.  When we have consulted or enabled consultation on a planning matter, relevant residents are consulted by leaflets, social media & meetings

	6. Accountability and Response to Residents There are a number of examples, including matters raised previously, where questions have not received full or timely responses. What process is in place to ensure that resident enquiries and public 
questions are consistently acknowledged, tracked, and fully responded to?
	Mainly, we just do it! In relation to Public Questions, all Councillors are consulted and asked to agree on responses.  The Council could consider a detailed tracking system for all enquiries and Questions, but would have to offset the demands of such an approach against the cost, time and benefits involved.
The Council endeavours to do so, but cannot guarantee that answers will always meet the expectations of the people who raise issues. The time spent in addressing such matters has to be proportionate to the importance of issues to enquirers and to the interests of the Parish as well as meeting the other demands on the Council and Clerk.




Police Report
	BRIERCLIFFE AREA  1st  May – 31st May 2026

	

	INCIDENTS REPORTED – 36

	
	

	NO
	TYPE OF INCIDENT
	LOCATION
	DETAILS

	

	1

	Burglary
	

	 Attempted 

	1
	Criminal damage

	Duke Street 
	 Isolated incident

	
	
	
	

	4  
	Theft  
	Clockhouse avenue 
Todmorden road 

	 
Theft 

	1
	 Vehicle crime
	Ridehalgh Lane 

	  Eggs thrown at car 



County Councillor Report
Borough green space weed spraying has taken place around the village if they have missed any areas let me know and I will ask them to revisit 

The road at Cockden hump section to bridge has been programmed for repairs 

Two fly tipping incidents reported and cleaned up during the month the bridge lay bye at Cockden is regularly targeted be interesting to get the thoughts on preventative action from other councillors 

Working on a youth engagement project for Briercliffe hoping to have further details for the next meeting


Borough Councillors Written Report
Briercliffe Medical Centre The surgery is organising a Health & Wellbeing event on Tuesday, June 23 at the Medical Centre.  It will offer services to residents and there will be a number of other organisations attending to explain to patients what they can offer.  Cllr Maggie Lishman has been using her contacts to involve relevant local organisations such as the Council for Voluntary Services and Downtown.  Residents are invited to come along and take advantage of the occasion to improve their health and wellbeing.

Walshaw Mill – Talbot Street Complaints about noise from the mill continue, particularly in the early morning.  As before, Burnley Council would welcome specific information about times and problems.  The Council has provided noise monitoring equipment to residents who have asked and can do so for others. Please get in touch with Maggie to arrange to get the equipment.

Standen Hall building siteDeliveries to the are still causing issues by arriving before agreed delivery times. This is again being discussed with the site manager.
Rubbish and Waste Cllr Anne Kelly reported the fly tip at Cockden, got a rat ridden skip removed from Townley St that had been there for 5 months and reported blocked gulleys on Standen Hall following the flooding.
The Parish Council will consider its role on policing bins and Cllr Maggie Lishman has reported and provided suggestions for practical action. She has followed through on specific reports with the Borough Council’s Streetscene Department:
· Stirling Court dog bin is missing - asked for it to be replaced
· Dog bin at Goldcrest Drive needs relocating when the build is completed
· Dog bin by Briercliﬀe school is not adequate: asked for larger bin or an additional bin at the same site and/or more frequent emptying. The overflowing dog bin was caused by a large bottle having been rammed in the bin!
· Replacement of damaged dog bin by the allotment oﬃce.

Collecting waste from the bins is a new contract which the Borough has just commenced. Emptying dog bins is a priority one in the contract but there have been issues with the contractor’s transport which has led to delays. Compliance is being monitored and should be resolved.
New food waste bags will be delivered in June and December; they will be larger rolls than previously. Residents are able to ask for more should they need them. Food waste collection has been very successful; the first week over 45 tons was collected and so didn’t go into landfill. There are a few teething problems while crews are getting used to the area but very few missed collections now, often because people haven’t put the boxes out early enough. They should be put out the night before.

﻿Community Centre Report
The Community Centre has had a busy month with the usual groups and weekend parties. We have a new young child group starting once a month at first but will hopefully lead to more bookings.
Thanks to a grant sourced by the PC the electrician has changed the fluorescent light for more economical and environmentally better ones. He has also done the annual PAT tests.
Pendle Nu Tech came and checked the fire extinguishers and our fire procedures. All is well.
This month has seen the planning for a big fundraising event organized by Bobbie Burton, one of our committee members. We appreciate the amount of time and effort and money that she has put into it. There is still such a lot of work to do with Insurances, Risk Assessments and following process, such as the maximum number of people in the centre at any one time. 
One issue is that although have public liability insurance that doesn’t cover a large event and this fund raisers is going to be the biggest event every held. There is also be a Temporary event notice registered with Burnley Council. We noted the generosity of the 5 individuals who have each donated £500 to Bobbie to cover her set up charges and appreciate their kindness.
My husband will come and cut the grass over the weekend if it stays dry long enough! I contacted Burnley Borough Council and they came and sprayed weedkiller all-round the building at no charge. 
Anne Kelly      Susan Meeks 
Bowling Green Report
League Bowling - The club has 5 teams in 5 different leagues, all are currently competing with full teams including some new novice bowlers as team members.

Membership - The number of social members is increasing and for the first time outnumber competitive members. We currently have 18 competitive bowlers and 23 social members along with 6 one team members. This is an increase on 2025. We still welcome casual bowlers at £1 per session regularly

Non league Bowling Activities - We are holding regular Wednesday evening free bowling sessions which have been well attended. We hope to hold another summer fun day with the support of the staff at the Hare and Hounds, Haggate.

Finances - Our end of May Balance is £14,812, this includes an improvement grant of £8500 reflecting a real term balance of £6313. Please see 'The Future' Below.

Maintenance - Gardening and general maintenance is ongoing.

The Green - The new greenkeeper is settling into his role, it seems it is a larger job than he anticipated but the club is supporting his efforts.

The Future - Having received the first part of the grant (£8500) an extraordinary general meeting was held to discuss the spending of the grant.
The following spending plans were agreed 
£500 paid to greensman Up to £3500 for kitchen update Green spiked £500
Up to £3000 for new windows/door Up to £1500 for another metal shed 
New stacking chairs and power washer £150 each.
That's a total of £9300 maximum committed to spend, the rest of the £12000 promised will be spent on the greensman for 2027 and green supplies.
The fun day is an essential fundraising event for the club and the single biggest source of income. Without this event annually, the club will struggle to continue for more than about 2 years. The pub and parish support for this event is critical to Briercliffe Bowling Club's survival.
Any more details of spending plans should be directed to rob.t.bowling@gmail.com
Any more detail of club activities or future plans should be directed to sharpedarren@icloud.com
That concludes the report up to 1.6.26
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